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Examples of Identity Theft:

1. The Bank of America lost computer tapes containing data on 1.2 million federal employees.

2. ChoicePoint Inc. and Lexis-Nexis disclosed that the dossiers of more than 170,000 Americans on the companies’ databases had been illegally accessed by criminals and that at least 750 of them had their identities stolen. The information in these databases contained the addresses and social security numbers of individuals –all of the information that identity thieves needed to open up a credit card account.

3. Central District of California. A woman pleaded guilty to federal charges of using a stolen Social Security number to obtain thousands of dollars in credit and then filing for bankruptcy in the name of her victim. 
4. More recently, a man was indicted, pleaded guilty to federal charges and was sentenced to 27 months' imprisonment for obtaining private bank account information about an insurance company's policyholders and using that information to deposit $764,000 in counterfeit checks into a bank account he established.

